"Show Boat: The Making of An Epoch"

by Dr. Richard Ziegfeld

Edna Ferber’s best-selling novel about Mississippi River life and Jazz-
Age Chicago became the most influential Broadway musical of all time. As a
relative of Florenz Ziegfeld, the man responsible for the original Broadway
production of Show Boat, Dr. Richard Ziegfeld provides a behind-the-scenes
perspective on the moments of inspiration, the tension between a woman writer
and a male-dominated world of theater artists, the titanic clashes of creative ego
and the historic breakthrough that occurred when Show Boat burst onto the
scene. Dr. Ziegfeld also introduces Broadway’s greatest impresario and a cast
of intriguing characters, including Ferber, Jerome Kern, Oscar Hammerstein and
others. Here are the tales of life in literary New York during the Jazz Age:
Ziegfeld asking his friend Irving Berlin to write the score to Show Boat only to
have the venerable composer tell him the show has no chance on Broadway and
Edna Ferber commenting on what she thinks needs to be improved before the
stage production moves from Washington tryouts to a New York opening. With
its story of romance, miscegenation, intrigue, alcoholism, desertion and
heartbreak, Show Boat shocked the American public with its bold treatment of
taboo subjects. In its dramatic version, it also transformed musical theater into
the form we know today.

Dr. Richard Ziegfeld is author or editor of
12 books on theater, literature and computers. He has
15 years of experience in professional writing,
computer-based training and education. He holds a B.A.
from Luther College and three graduate degrees from the
University of Texas - M.A.’s in German and English
literature and a Ph.D. in comparative literature. His
books include a recently published biography entitled
The Ziegfeld Touch: The Life and Times of Florenz
Ziegfeld. Dr. Ziegfeld works for Tal-Cut Corporation,
a NASA engineering service contractor, where he is involved in business
communications. Previously he was a software editor for McDonnell Douglas
in Denver. And prior to that he was on the faculty of the English Department
at the University of South Carolina. He also operates a writing and editing
business that is engaged in a wide range of projects. In 1991, he was appointed
to the Advisory Board for the Robert Lewis Medal for Lifetime Achievement
for Theater Research.
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Ziegfeld, ‘Show Boat’ linked forever

BrIOANGANDY | Richard Zigfeld today at 1:30  having transformed musical the- matic_tension,” Ziegfeld said.
. at Natchez City Auditorium ater into the form known today. “But mostof all the soaring music
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terary Cele- present an_ilustrated fecture, “Cric Brooks Atinson dubbed e 1936 i s chosen duee

those “*Show Boat': The Making of an it ‘one_of those epochal works  other versions (0 show Celebra-
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revived the “Show Boat” connec-lic by Jerome Kem. SShow Boat i yoea sbilly amone e o

T i mietous Works desceib.  An auhor 4nd & Gomputer e haunding $tory o romatic <more-scctrate. Tistorically uid,

ing oyt ek i alent in Cléveland, OHG lote tsed by ot s, o e cat bers

cal took shiape almost 70 years Zigleld decribes his eatves univeral themes about suffringfrom, mL Broadusy produstion
production of “Show Boat” as and inequity lead to potent dra-

1975 paetr
o c 2



4C + THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT, Natchez, Miss.

Wednesday, May 31,1995

‘Show Boat’ nominated for 10 Tony Awards

By MICHAELA GIBSON
The Natchez Democrat

When e Nace Lisrary Cele-
bration throws its “An Evening
with Show Boat,” it will have more

which features.
2 in many of

used old photographs of Natchez ©0
design its set, has been nominated

actress in @ musical, best featured

1995 peurt >
Peged

actor in a musical and best featured
actress in @ musical,
“Show Boat" also was nominat-
ed for best costume design and best
choreography. The winners wil be

e day

. the

Natchez Literary Celebration plans

o recreate the magic and glitz

the Broadway opening of “Show
oat”

Anticipation of the awards
announcement will lend magic to

Horens Zigteld Jx. who pro-
du roadway

Show Bonrses
gl LB bt

£

s st vy xcg,

y for Niche” Goly s

St B s b
i of the top musi

s great

Brostusy show in, food and

media prsntion of
el

2,1994, party in New York will be

who never saw_the

it
aterseasonwill play continuously throughout

eroup of theater critcs, editors and
dhe Nathezclruion s Lurs reporers.
o' Godfrey, one of the Naiches Liter-

UG ks organizer. “It will
heighten the excitement.”

how Boat” won four other

Drama Desk awards including best B

irector-msical

the sor rom Show Boa” a3
culinary journey down the Missis-
sippi. Richard Ziegfield, son of the

przes for  light-
“The cvening at the Eola Hotel
will recreae the premiere of the

Large photographs from Tom

also be shown, as well as posters

from promotions.
Tickets for the event are $20.
Reservations must be made today.
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Tucly’s Selangion

Lytle pi Delta:
Perthshire Plantation.”

M 4-7 p.n. Tour of “Natchez in Historic Photos” at
Stratton Chapel Gallery, Museum of Natchez Asso-
ciation for the Preservation of Afro-American Cul-
ture, Bontura, Longwood (5-7 pm. only), and |
refreshments and fashion show at Melrose ($15 1
ticket) Angelou

W 8§ p.m. Maya Angelou of Wake Forest University in Greensboro,
N.C., will present a talk titled, “The Value of Ethnic, Economic and
Religious Diversity in All Undertakings.” She is the author of “I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.” ($15 ticket)

446 part 2
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Longwood stands as monument to Nutt’s

‘King Cotton’ proves to be tyrant  Nutsidin s leter. This s ihe
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MONDAY, JUNE
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SHOWBOAT MEMORIES: Liza Sharp, owner of Lizals Contemporary Cuisine, and:Stephanie
Anderson are shouetied as hey walch a side show ffom the Bfoadway preiers of “Show Bt
Saturday night at the finale of the Natchez Literary. Celshmnon at the- Eo\a Hotel. About 400 peo-
ple attended the “Culinary Journey on the Mississippi Rive:
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NAPS)—You p.ulnh\) consid- [ &> /
CablieRs tty phenome- S 14
oman. Now, ll\ere: a special r4
way you can tell her so
Maya Angelou, the poot,

has put together a collection of
poems about wor
Phenomenal Wonnai (Ranaoes
House. $10) is a beautifully bound
at celebrates
with ESTRES NAL

WOMA N

T ik ude e il
Phummmnl Wom. poe 11

ond Glory” and “Our
Crtmie® Sk S0
remembered and acined of her

A great gift for Mother's Day or
any occasion—even for no ocea- Bird Sings. She
sion at all—it can make everyone “Woman of the Yo
r know a special

The author is a remarkable

nomination for Jus
bookstores to see which hay
and a National Book Award Nomi. st



Californian to talk about his ‘special place’

By JOAN GANDY
Special to The Democrat

A Cafomnis profesi will sare
years of Natch
Lo ertepass e 190
Natchez Literary Celebration in

carly June.
With his lecture, “The Recon-
struction Era: The Emergence of

Jot ynch r Out-
sanding Black Poical Lenders”
Ronald
S D Northridge will
|l|x|mmnu n er in Naches biso-
ly now is beginning o
s e

California  study the transition from slavery

Davis, 51, will speak at Natchez
City Auditorium today at 10:45
am. as part of the celebration. The

theme of the celebration is “King
Cotton: Its Enduring Literary
Fabscsis

His interest in Afican-American
history led Davis to Naichez in
1965, e e g s
dent at the University of Missor
Looking f  location i i

B

share-cropping, Davis found a trea-
sure of historical records and a
town where time had enriched
rather than ravage rces.

“From the very first time here. 1
" Davis

A professor at Northidge since
1970, Davis now regulaty rings
history _students with him to

Natchez in groups of 15 t0 20. His and c

university pays for travel and
expenses.

Those graduste students have
chosen and researched topics,
some for publication, and have

1995 pert 2.

ragels

bpes oty pfid oy
Natche, Davis said.

“The ‘Natchez experience. has
changed their

intellectually
atchez for the rest of their lives.”

such as Davis, with his deep inter-
estin Natchez history, provides the.
best possible program for sympo
sium partcipants.
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Whileyou're in NATCHEZ, ke
{ime 1o enjoy some of our year-
round activies s well 1 our estive

carriage ora ide in a tolley.Suoll

Snton through lush grounds and
the

Nachers gracefuly warm, imtingly hospiabe homes.

or these and many other events throvghou the year,such as

LITERARY CELEBRATION -

1800647.6721.

Cover ‘Pages

Spring 1995 —
VolumeIlLNo.3 | 44C, },(_,\-f oL
1
Cover to Cover Books & More e

EBOPR| Natchez, MS 39120
2SN Acaress Correction and Forwarding Requested

King Cotton

‘The 1995 Natchez Literary Celebration will educate and enter.
tain you June 1-3 with the theme "King Cotton: Its Enduring
Literary Legacy." Carolyn Vance Smith has Laura Godirey and
crew from Co-Lin, State Archives and History, and the =
Park Service allin high gear as the event nears. Outstanding
turers include the popular Dr. Robert Remi ouglas Inghs,
and Dr. Bertram Wyatt Brown who has recenly nssumed edior
ship of the Southern Biography Series at LSU Pre
Marine Corps Bt il w2 ell o 1 el o
loe/poct Dr. Maya Angelow. For information and tickets al 601
446587,

% New from Random House is a collection of four
Angelou poems celebrating women, Phenomenal Wome
Her autobiographical 1 Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
53 fsture on the New York Times Best Sellr List &
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The Sixth Annual
Natchez Literary Celebration
o presents
King Cotton:
Its Enduring Literary Legacy
June 1-3,1995 + Natchez. Mississippi
For more than two centuries, cotton has ranked
as the South's most important agricultural crop. No
‘wonder this fluffy white stuff has inspired so much
literature: history, biography, fiction, drama, poetry,
and even Broadway musicals!
Plan now to attend the low-cost 1995 Natchez
Literary Celebration.
Awaiing you:
ntation by the pncl and educator,
Angelou, Jus
* Lectures by a dozen mhﬂ nationally known authors
and scholars
* A salute to Show Boat, the Broadway revival of
Edna Ferber' famous nove st in Natches
d * Historic house tours, an ETV documentary about
Richard Weight,  concert, entetainment, and miore

For more information, call
1-800-647-6724 or 601-446-6345

Natchs Convenion @ Viiors Bureau 9s et >
For ticket ntormation, call pese 17
1-800-862-3259 or 601-445-0353

Natchez Literary Ceebration
Natchez Literary Celebration B
©
ADMIT ONE - $15 2
579 “The Vaie of Ehic, i
ADMIT ONE - $10 o lous Dty b Al Uit

A COTTON PLANTATION RAMBLE Dr. Maya Angelou =
‘Saturday, dune 3, 1995 Bom b e 105 - NN o 22

4-6:30 p.m.: Taconey Plantation and Frogmore Plantation Doors open at 7 pam. Waudvmmuﬂ.epm]

Tours, Exhibits, and Refreshments.
Concordia Parish. Louisiana
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Events
exceed
efforts
of pas

By KELLY BEASLFV 95\‘\
The Natchez Democrat
The Natchez Literary Cele-
bration ended its most success-
ful year Sawrday night at the
Eol:

Hotel,
with support-
ers taking part

in the “Culinary Journey on the
Whsvcipoi Kvr” 00 looking
wer “Show Boat” memorabilia
Though the exact numbers
aren't in, Carolyn Vance Smith,
the co-chairmen of the

celebration, said the conference
drew more people and ran
smeolher than any previous

‘Everynung worked Tike
ause of our won-
Tt i o superb
lecturers that attended,” Smith
said. “From the day they arrived
5t tine tey et we b g
problems — none — and that's
incredible.”

“The celebration drew some of
the biggest crowds ever, espe-
gally o be MusAngeln e

ance, which about 1,700
pecple e, zc:uldmg )
Smi

Tnp flight lecturers and
authors helped make the after-
noons full at the auditorium, t0o,
drawing about 400 people per
lecture, some more than that

See EVENTS, Page 24

1995 jocet L
page (g

Events

Continued from Page 1A
e ek o i wa i3
this Students from _the

up

advanced phcemenx American

history and literature classes in the

Natchez School System attended

lectures Thursday and Friday.

1t yas o exciog ose thetids
h said. “They were

forming, you could hear a pin
drop.”

The celebration has done so well
in fact, that former head of the
Natchez Chamber of Commerce,
Morris Denton, now living in
Columbus, attended with his wife
and 20 others to study how the con-
ference is put together. According
to Denton, several citizen groups

same type of

“It's such an honor to know that
others like the way we work and
the way the conference is conduct-
ed,” Smith said.

One of the reasons for the suc-
cess is the diversity of program-

ming that the conference offers, S
s

according to Smith.

“Natchez can bring in top-flight
writers and others, and if we go out
and tell people about it, they'll
attend,” she said. “We try to appeal
to eveiyoue, give somatisg o

Tber:nealmuidlfferemtypes

‘That's what makes it s kind of ul-
tural awakening for the community
Sl dppdnopec e -

Boscl

far,

d e numbers so
though fﬁ” “*ﬁm] the_appeal
and

Wamely the books on sale at the

Monday, June 5, 1995

Custom Bookstore. The books
uld be signed by the author and
oany swond i long s waitng o

“This really shows you that the
peaple who love books will come
and attend and spend their money

. on what they love. It is amazing to

me that in this short time, that
much money could be spent on
books,” she said.

Even before the last guests left
for bome, S, Rort Bodeon

and Jim Barnett Jr., the t
Chaimen for the Lierary Celsbr-
tion, began planning for next year.

conference will be held May

30 through June 1 and the theme.
il be “Women in Souem Lie-
ature.” The three agencies, Copiah-
Lincoln, The Missusiopl Depart
ment of Archives and History and
the National Park Service, will
continue 10 sponsor the event.

t to make next year
even better and that's why we
continued support from the com-
munity, financially also,” Smith

d

and tell them not to cut fundmg to
the humanities and arts.
National Endowment for Humani-
ties gives us about $24,000 1o put
this on. If they cut that, |( would be
devastating to this community.”
Smil.h added that Wu.houl gifts
the cost to those attend-

£ ...g would be much higher.

‘All the free lectures we have
been offering would have to be
stopped.” she said. “That's why it's
important to keep that humanities

5

port.
‘With that support, Smith said the
celebration can continue 10 reach
those that need it and want it the
most.

“We try to educate and at the
same time give people something

v, they'll enjoy,”she said “This year

and for the 16 © ey el
continue to to those

3 whn love e e in
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-zl THE NATCHEZ LITERARY CELEBRATION
PRESENTS

maya &Zlngelou

President Clinton’s inaugural poet and author of 11 bestsellers including I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings

Y
Friday, June 2, 1995
800 pm.
{Doors open at 7:00 p.m)
Natchez Municipal Auditorium « Notchez, Mississippi
Tekes $1500
Call Natchez Bor Office 1-800-862:3259 or 601-445.0353
To order an autographed copy of Dr. Angelou's newest book of poetry, send a check

for $150 made out to Natchez Literary Celebration - P.O. Box 894 - Natchez, MS
39121
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Opera, Literary tickets on sale

‘The Natchez Opera Festival sea-
son s offically opened.with the

first of “The Student

Prince" msv night i
today w3

inder of th festval will
consist of three more operas, the
traditional plantation recitals,
concert series, an Award Winners
Concert and a Command Perfor-
mance.

Jane Calhoun at the Opera office
said ticket sales were going betier
than last year.

“We're doing really well,” she
said. “We've sold a lot of tickets

for the first $

“The Student Prince.” and we're
really excited about the rest of the
sales also.”

Tickets for the 1995 Natchez
Opera Festival are now available.
For tickets call the Natchez Opera
at 42-SING or come by the office
on the third floor of the Deposit

995 puert 2.

jpege DO

Guaranty National Bank, 9 a.m. to
m,

Calhoun said the tickets for “The
Student Prince” are selling fast so
anyone interested should call now.

Tickets are also on sale for the
June 2 performance of Maya
Angelou during the 1995 Literary
Celebration.

Tickets are $15 and avmabk al
Natchez Box Office, 445-

The show will begin at 8 p m. in
the City Auditorium

Carolyn Vance Smith of the
Natchez Literary Celebration, said
tickets (0 this event should be got-
ten as soon as possible.

For a schedule of events call the
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
446:6345.



Literary celebration
hits new height

ell, it appears books — and the celebration of them

— are a hit in Natchez. The Natchez Literary Cele-

bration wrapped up its sixth year Saturday evening
with a tremendous head of steam into year seven, when women
authors will be the theme of the three-day event.

Carolyn Vance Smith, co-chairman, and chief organizer, who
has worked tirelessly to make the celebration a major literary
event in the South, deserves a round of applause. She would be
the first to admit, thdugh, she isn’t alone in making the cele-
bration all it has become — so prestigious as to lure interna-
tionally known poet and lecturer Maya Angelou.

Each of the workshops were interesting, relevant and well-
attended.

Educationally, the celebration also has gained in stature. Stu-
dents attend in busloads.

Congratulations to the co-sponsors, Copiah-Lincoln Commu-
nity College, Mississippi Department of Archives and History
and the National Park Service.

1995 ),msf'f %
pege L2



The Sixth Annual
N: Literary Celebrati
e presents
King Cotton:
MAY 31 - JUNE 3 Its Enduring Literary Legacy ez, mssisseei

All events take place at Natchez City Auditorium unless otherwise noted:

= Al day workshop on Spanish Natchez archival matera ed by D Douolas ngis of Sevile, Spai; River Park Hotl with unch; $20
+16 e lctures by nationally known wriers and scholrs, 9aum. - 4 p.m.

= Lunch with program by Natchez author Greg e, noon, Natchez Eoa Hotel $12.50
«Free Mississippi ETV documentary on Natchez author Richard Wright, 7:30
*+ Reception hanoring famed author Dr. Margaret Walker Alexander and Mississipp ETV executive director Larry Miler, 3:30 p.m. $5°

= Lunch with program by Mississippi storyteler Jofin Alen ol oo, Gt Hose s, $1250

«Tour of Stratton Shape allry, Bontur,Meros, Longwo he National
Cotton Council,

 Prsanaton by autoducto O My Angln, 8o $15

7p.

» Fres booksigning i s i o
« Free movie, Show Boat, 1:30 p.m
o ot s it y
 Free cancert by the U.S. Marie Corp Band, 7.0 . S snnw Baal
fon, “A Culinary Journey on the Mississippi River,” salutng She
<Racopio, A Culnary Joutre o he ississipi Rver. saluting Show o food, drink, ive music, exhibits, and fun, Natchez Eola
2150

, 4-6:30 pm. $10

For Tickets, call Natchez Box Office: (601)445-0353 or 1-800-862-3259

s o
pece



Opera, Literary

sales seem good

Tickets for the 1995 Natchez
Opera Festival are now available.
For tickets call the Natchez Opera
at 442-SING or come by the office
on the third floor of the Deposit
Guaranty Bank, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The festival will consist of a pre-
sentation of four operas, the tradi-
tional plantation recitals, a concert
series, an Award Winners Concert
and a Command Performance.

Jane Calhoun at the Opera office
said ticket sales were going better
than last year.

“We’re doing really well,” she
said. “We’ve sold a lot of tickets
for the first performance, “The Stu-
dent Prince,” and we’re really
excited about the rest of the sales
also.”

Calhoun said the tickets for “The
Student Prince” are selling fast so
anyone interested should call now.

Tickets are also on sale for the
June 2 performance of Maya
Angelou during the 1995 Literary
Celebration.

The cost is $15 and available at
Natchez Box Office, 445-0353.
The show will begin at 8 p.m. in
the City Auditorium.

Carolyn Vance Smith of the
Natchez Literary Celebration, said
tickets to this event should be got-
ten as soon as possible.

[ R
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Sunday, January 15, 1995

Tourism meeting to
help increase sales

The Natchez-Adams County
Chamber of Commerce, the
Natchez-Adams County Econom-
ic Development Authority and the
Natchez Convention and Visitors
Bureau cordially invite all inter-
ested businesses to attend “The
Tourism Industry: Opportunities
to Increase Your Local Sales in
1995.

This event is scheduled for
Thursday, Jan. 19, at the Natchez
Eola Hotel. Beginning with a
dutch treat breakfast at 7:30 a.m.,
the presentations will start at 8
am.

Roger Saterstrom of Natchez
Pilgrimage Tours will discuss sea-

sonal and year-round tourism pat-
terns. Connie Taunton and Melin-
da Fitzgerald with the Natchez
Convention and Visitors Bureau
will talk about the spending habits
of Natchez tourists and free
advertising available to local
businesses. Carolyn Vance Smith
with the Elderhostel program will
discuss sales potential with year-
round touring grouips and the Lit-
erary Celebration.

This is an opportunity for local
businesses to discover new and
innovative ways to increase sales
in 1995, particularly during high
tourist seasons. Limited seating is
available so RSVP as soon as pos-
sible to Christy at 445-4611.

Volunteers again
help the cause «s«

Ihe Natche? Literary Celebration was another big hit,
From the opening to the closing, those who attended

were educated and entertained.

As many visitors to Natchez, those attending the celebration

should have left happy and enlightened.

One of the reasons the three-day event was so successful was
because of all the volunteers who help out behind the scenes;
the “worker bees” who take on whatever they're asked to do,

A report Sunday told about such volunteers who are among
the first to raise their hands when workers are needed.

We have read about the co-directors, including Carolyn
Vance Smith, who has worked tirelessly for the past six years

10 keep the celebration vital and informative.

But without the volunteers, such a massive project would be

difficult to pull off.

THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT,
Thursday, March 23, 1995 -

B JUNE will kick off another
Natchez Literary Celebration.
Sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln
Community College, the Natchez
National Historical Park and the
Mississippi ~ Department  of
Archives and History, the celebra-
tion is June 1-3, and the theme is
“King Cotton: Its Literary Lega-
oy

‘Thanks to all of you who worked behind the scenes.

194

/az-ﬁ@ lg

Information about tickets is
available at Natchez Box Office, 1-
800-862-3259, or locally, 445-
0353. Address correspondence to
Natchez Literary Celebration, P.O.
Box 894, Natchez, Miss. 39121-
0894.
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Alexander tapped
for literary award

Special to The Democrat

Mississippi writer and educator
Margaret  Walker ~ Alexander,
author of “Jubilee” and numerous
other

ing will pre-
sent the award as a highlight of

the Naichez Literary Celebration.
Alexander has lived and

worked in Mississippi since 1949,
when she moved to Jackson to
join the faculty at Jackson State
University. Her novel “Jubilee” is
the most widely published of her
works. but she also is noted for
her poetry, sich as “For My Peo-
ple,” and for her works on the life
of Wright, the writer after whom
this latest award is named.

“The committee of distin-
guished  Mississippians who
chose Alexander for this award
Was unanimous in its choice,”
Sansing said. “She is one of the
outstanding writers of this centu-
1y, and it will be a great honor for
me 10 present o her this, her lat-
esthonor in a long s i

Sce AWARD, Page 34

ments.”

A native of Birmingham, Ala.,
where she was born July 27, 1915,
Alexander taught English for many
years at Jackson State. Now profes-
sor emeritus. she continues o be an
active participant at the Institute
for the Stdy of the History, Life
and Culture of Black People, which
she established in 1968,

Alferdteen Harrison, a_history
professor who has worked at the
institute with Alexander since
1979, said students and faculty at
Jackson State have enjoyed many
stimulating experiences as a result
of the esteemed writer’s associa-
tion with the school.

“She has brought many literary
scholars to the campus ‘whose

1995 ppeart 1
pege 29

works we otherwise might never
have known,” Harrison said. “The
literary award is a singular honor
for her and 1 know of no more
deserving person. She really speaks
for the souls of African Americans
better than any other Mississippi-
an

Festivities leading up to the
award include the premiere of a

=3

ppi Educational Television
documentary, “Richard Wright -
Black Boy," a free presentation
which will follow remarks by Jerry
W. Ward of Tougaloo College on
the making of the film.

“The entire evening will be a
gala_event,” said Carolyn Vance
Smith, founder and co-chairman of
the Literary Celebration and an
English instructor at CopiahsLin-
coln Community  College’s
Natchez campus. “We are thrilled
at the choice of ~Alexander, and

how appropriate that she receive
the award on an evening when we
also are honoring writer Richard
Wright, the subject of one of her
most important books.”

Eudora Welty was the winner of
the 1994 literary award.

Sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln,
the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History and the
National Park Service, the 1995
rary Celebration will follow
the theme, “King Cotton:
Enduring Literary Legacy.” M
events including lectures,
exhibits, musical events and
movies — are free and open to the
public at City Auditorium

Information on all events is
available at Natchez Box Office, 1-
800-862-3259 or 601-445-
at Natchez Convention & Visitor
Bureau, 1-800-647-6724 or 601-
446-6345,




Freed slave helped form arlstocracy

Aulhor ready for novel set in
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Events
exceed
efforts
of past

By KELLY BEASLE

‘The Natchez Dem
The Natcher Licrary Cele
bration ended its most success
ful year Saturday night at the
Eola Hotel

celebtion,sid the conference
drew more people and ran
unumhtl than any previous

Everything worked
clockwork because of our won
derful volunteers and the super
lecturers that attended.

said. “From the day they arived
10 the time they lef, we had no

problems — none — and thar's
e

The celebration drew some of
the bigges crowds ever, spe
cally to 4

fomance, which abot. 1.
peole aiended, st Yo

ight lecturers and
S T P 0 e
noons fulla the audiorium, too, SHOWBOAT MEMORIES: Liza Sharp, owner of Lizss Cammumary cMwe and Stepn ario
droving abou 400 people per AnSerson ae sihoueied as they walch aside show rom he B W B

lecture, some more than that
Sec EVE)

Events

Continued from Page 1A

he sudent atendane was ko
p this year. Students from the

forming, you could hear a pin

rop.
‘The celebration has done so well
o

in fact, that former head of
Natcher Chambe of Commerce
Morris Denton, ing. in

Colambus, Anzndm wuh his i

boee 24 o annig he

night at

o k. Toe Mok
could be signed by he author and
any stoad nlong lnes watng 0
0 i copy

Over the three-day period,
200 worh of Yoo e s

52,000 of which were
relaed. Every :umnrv\r’rcscmcd a

th bokstrs s, Smit s
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Even be
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mbers s
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e o shout 3000 peop
probably much more, aocmdmg m
Smith. At the Marine Band per
rance Saurdey g, o han
800 attended and about 400 people
rowed into the ballroom at the
Eola

the celebration of “Sh

Boat”

Many of those attending the lec-
tures wanted 2 lasting memory.
namely the books on sale at the

cominue o 0 sponsor teeven
“We make next year

even b(uzr nd s why e eed

continued support fi

oty nsecaly s Sesh
aid

‘Supporters of the conference
need o contact ther congressmen
and tell them not 1o cut funding to
humanities and arts. The

Smith added that without gifts
and gt he ost o thos aren
in would b much Highe
o s lectres e v
bcen ﬂznng would have 10 be
topped.” she said. “That's why it's
Imporan to keep tha humanities

suppor

‘With that support, Smith said the
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need

those it and want it the
o s
— et

eyl enjoy” she s
and for the years o come, we'll
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who love literature and th

ites.”
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Volunteers give
for love of arts  jgat!
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ebration earns honor of Olympic proportions
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History. Ne
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Presentahons attendance please event organizers

South engrosses
author Ziegfeld




Strike up
the band

U.S. Marine Band to perform
Saturday at City Auditorium




Looking back

Iair
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THE AMERICA: No rival of the soon-to-be-launched and very fancy American Queen, the 19th Century steamboat, America,
demonstrates one of ts strong points — carrying many bales of cotton. Buit in 1889 for Capt. LV. Cooley of New Orleans, the
‘Amorica relired from the river at New Orleans in 1926. When Cooley died and was buried in New Orleans in 1931, the bell from
the America was hung over his grave. King Cotton: Its Enduring Literary Legacy” s the theme of ths year's Natchez Literary Cel-
ebration which began Thursday and continues through Saturday.
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Professor unvells discoveries

By KELLY BEASLEY (|-
‘The Natchez Democrat R

‘With new records available, residents and histo-
rians of Natchez should be able to get a good idea
of what the area and people were like under Span-

ish rule, according to G. Douglas
gl orofeseor o Rty ate
University of Seville in Spain
and researcher of the colonial days of Natchez
when it was under Spanish rule.
 In a workshop conducted Wednesday at the Best
Western River Park Hotel, Inglis provided details
of new discoveries available on database regarding
genealogy and research from Spanish Natchez
records.

The workshop served as preamble (o the sixth
annual Natehez Literary Celebration, which is
titled, “King Cotton: It's Enduring Literary Lega-
cy.” The celebration begins today.

‘The Colonial Natchez Database Project is mov-
ing closer to completion and Inglis has begun orga-
nizing and indexing materials by computer for use
by researchers at the Judge George W. Armstrong
Libras

“The Spanish records are the best recording of
what went on here that we can find." Inglis said.
“When the area was under British rule, they didn’t
keep a lot of official documentation, only diaries
and casual correspondence.

“The Spanish, however, documented everything.

Inglis’

We only have about 800 to 1,000 folios from the
British rule, but we have close to 15,000 folios for
the Spanish Natchez period.”

Rescarching these stacks in Seville, Inglis has
found carefully documented information on who
lived in the area, what they did, what religion they
were and if they were granted land.

Unuer Spanish rule, censuses were conducted
regularly. Inglis said this gives an account of about
5,000 households in the seven counties and parish-
es included in the Spanish Natchez District

See PROFESSOR, Page 3A

stay.

Professor

Other than censuses, Inglis found
oatheof llgiencs reus, afﬁc!al

“These records are essen-

tial in telling us about what
was going on here."

Douglas Inglis

Historian

and general
records and land grants to name a
few.

“These records are essential in
telling us about what was going on
here,” Inglis said.

“This “frontier’ started out with
vanguards, which were hunters and
traders. They weren't inerested in
staying permanently and plantin

“The second wave of ‘settle

195

were the cutting edge, who hunted
and farmed a little, They like the
open range and did e clearing.
They moved on also.”

It was the society builders that
established Natchez as a permanent
settlement, according to Inglis.
Coming in with planting and farm-
ing in mind, they built stable
‘homes and brought their families to

ww‘L

pege 7%’

“The area was underway as a
town, but wasn’t mapped out and
planned unil the 1780s,” Inglis
said. “It was approved in 1789 and
the first street to be cleared and
named was Canal Street, which
was at the time the furthest road
toward the River.”

The new records bring to life the
Spanish-ruled period in Natchez
history from 1779-98.

Inglis will hold a lecture at 9:15
am. today at the City Auditorium
entitled, “In search of King Cotton:
Waiting on the Gin- ool
Natchez Agriculture.”




Congratulations 777
in order for festival

rganizers of the Natchez Literary Celebration deserve to
Owhoop it up. The event, which marked its sixth year

this year, was recognized by the Atlanta Committed for
the Olympic Games.

The Cultural Olympiad selected the celebration to receive
one of its 21 awards for excellence in promoting humanities
and literature. The award was presented to co-director Carolyn
Vance Smith on Monday in Atlanta.

Our local event stood among such notable festivals as the
Miami, Fla., Book Fair and the William Faulkner Conference
at the University of Mississippi.

What’s unique about the Natchez Literary Celebration,
though, is its reach of themes: from black heritage to cotton’s
contribution to the South. In addition, the celebration works
hard to blend Natchez history and culture with literary educa-
tion and achievement.

The three-day event brings to Natchez significant authors
and speakers, thousands of visitors and a wide range of educa-
tors.

The celebration is also special by its openness to anyone and
everyone who wishes to attend.

None of that happens by accident; it takes careful planning
and tremendous dedication.

That hard work paid off Monday.

1995 et 2.
I/’olj‘é 3‘?



1t V. Remini

of Illinois at
sent “Andrew

y Natchez Cotton

M 11:45 am. Lunch at Natchez
Eola Hotel and lecture by
Natchez author Greg Iles, “The
® Influence of Place on My Fic-
tion.” ($12.50 ticket)

Remini

® 1:30 pm. Dr.. Thomas H.
Gandy of Natchez will present
“Crazy on Cotton: From Seed to
Bale to Market.”

S B 2:30 p.m. Cavett Taff of the .

Old Capitol Museum in Jackson
will present “The Cotton Gin:
History and Demonstration.”

B 3:30 p.m. William Banks Tay:
lor of the University of Southern
Mississippi in Hattiesburg will |
present “The Cotton Barons of

Old Natchez.”

M 7:30 p.m. Jerry W. Ward Jr. of
Tougaloo College will present
“Behind the Scenes with the
Mississippi Educational Televi-
sion Documentary ‘Richard
Ward ‘Wright - Black Boy.””

M 8 p.m. Showing of Mississippi ETV documen-
tary “Richard Wright - Black Boy.”

M 9:30 p.m. Presentation of Richard Wright Liter-
ary Excellence Award to Mississippi author Mar-
garet Walker Alexander.

Alexander

M 9:45 p.m. Reception ($5 ticket)

1995 part 2
Jrge e
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Literary Celebration
around the corner

Special to The Democrat

Literature and lifestyle influ-
enced by the agrarian South will
take the spotlight at the 1995
Natchez Literary Celebration to be
held June 1 through 3, with inter-
nationally acclaimed poet and
author Maya Angelou among the
featured speakers.

Lectures, music, poetry, tours,
food and exhibits will follow the
theme, “King Cotton: Its Enduring
Literary Legacy,” exploring how
200 years of an agricultural envi-
ronment affected what American
people wrote, read, wore and
thought.

Angelou, one of the 20th centu-
ry’s most celebrated women, will
present, “The Value of Ethnic, Eco-
nomic and Religious Diversity in
All Undertakings.” Her works
draw on childhood experiences in
rural Arkansas, where she lived
close to the land and to people who
worked on it.

“Maya Angelou’s talk in Natchez
will no doubt be a night to remem-
ber,” Carolyn Vance Smith,
founder and co-director of the Cel-
ebration and an English instructor
at Copiah-Lincoln Community
College’s Natchez campus, said.
“We expect the City Auditorium to
be jam-packed.”

Exploring the cotton theme
comes about 200 years since Eli
Whitney invented the gin in 1793,
Smith said. “Since then, cotton has
been the region’s No. 1 crop. It is
quite fitting, two centuries later, for
the 1995 Natchez Literary Celebra-
tion to explore the impact of agri-

culture, and, in particular, of cot-
ton, on various aspects of litera-
ture,” she said.

The Celebration will include 16
lectures by scholars and authors.
Included on the program are
Robert V. Remini of the University
of Illinois, who will present,
“Andrew Jackson: Early Cotton
Merchant;” William Banks Taylor
of the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, “The Cotton Barons of
Old Natchez;” And Ronald L. FE.
Davis of California State Universi-
ty at Northridge, “The Reconstruc-
tion Era: The Emergence of John
Roy Lynch and Other Outstanding
Black Political Leaders.”

Other highlights of the event
include a showing of the 1936 film
version of “Show Boat” and a con-
cert of music from the film by the
U.S. Marine Corps Band. Another
special offering will be the presen-
tation of the Mississippi Educaton-
al Television documentary on the
life of Natchez-born writer Richard
Wright.

Former  Mississippi . Gov.
William F. Winter, who is president
of the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History Board of
Trustees, will serve as director of
proceedings as he has for the past
five conferences.

A grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities
throught the Mississippi Humani-
ties Council helps to provide many
of these programs free.

For more information call the
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
446-6345.

(995 jert D
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Natchez festivals provide
thing for everyone
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‘ City put at center
of world’s stage

Civil War shatters
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Literary Celebration
around the corner

Special to The Democrat
Literature and lifestyle influ-
enced by the agrarian South will
take the spotlight at the 1995
Natchez Literary Celebration to be
held June 1 through 3, with inter-
nationally acclaimed poet
author Maya Angelou among the
featured speak
etures, music, poetry, tours,
food and exhibits will follow the
theme, “King Cotton: Iis Enduring
Literary Legacy.” exploring how
ears of an agricultural envi-
fonment affected what American
people wrote, read, wore and
thought.

Angelou, one of the 20th centu-
ry's most celebrated women, wil
present, “The Value of Ethnic, Eco-
nomie nd Relgous Divesty in

ork
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Clos o th land and to pople who
worked on it

“Maya Angelou’ alk in Natchez

founder and co-director of the Cel
cbration and an English instructor
at Lincoln Community
College’s Natchez campus, sai
“We expect the City Auditorium to
be jam-packed.

Exploring the cotton theme
comes about 200 years since Eli
Whitney invented the gin in 1793,
Smith said. “Since then, cotton has
been the region’s No. I crop. Itis

quite fitting, two centuries lter, for
he 1995 Nitcher Literary Celebra-
tion to explore the impact of agri-
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culture, and, in particular, of cot-
ton, on various aspects of ltera-
tre,” she said

“The Celebration will include 16
lectures by scholars and authors.
Included on_the _program  are
Robert V. Remin of e Univers
of Tlinais,

Merchant;” William Banks Taylor
of the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi, “The Cotton Barons of
Old Natchez:” And Ronald L. F.
Davis of Califomia State Universi-
1ty at Northridge, “The Reconstruc-
tion Era: The Emergence o
Roy Lynch and Other Outstanding
Black Politcal Leaders.”

Other highlights of the_event
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55TH ANNIVERSARY: Mr. anc
their 55th wedding anniversary

in 1940 in Winona by Foster's b
Both are from Natchez. They
Foster Schuchs, Jessie Fost:
Watts and Bette Foster Poole.
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Local college instructor

teaches survival Spanish
Linda Flyn, instructor of Span-
ish at Co-Lin Community College

in Natchez recently participated in

cotic agents-and_high

personnel fom Missiesipi, Alaba-
‘ma and Lovisiana
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1995 Literary Celebration explores the
impact of cotton on Southern residents
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“The Literary Celebration is co-
sponsored by Copiah-Lincoln, the
National Park Service and the
Mississippi  Department of
Archives and History. Working
h Smith as co-chairmen are
James F. Bamett Jr., director of
historic. properties at Jefferson
College and Grand Village of the
Natchez Indians, and Robert Dod-
son,  superintendent of the
Natchez National Historical Park.
e Celebration willinclude 16
lectures by and authors
Included “on the program are
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y of llinois. who will_presen,
‘Andrew Jackson: Early Cotton

e Merchant;” William Banks Taylor

of Old Natchez;" And Ronald L.
F. Davis of California State Uni-
versity at Northridge. “The

Rosgpatuctor Bri: The(Emer D

gence of J
o oummdmg Black Poliical

F

Gihr ecurrs il b De.
Joanne Hanks of the Univesy
of Mississippi, whose. progra
will e, "Reduced Circumtances
‘The Post-Civil War Life of Julia
Nutt of Longwood in Natche
Dx

“Cotton_dominated the national | Thomas
economy like no other enterprise...t
can be compared to the power of oil
today.”

H. Gandy

—Cavett Taff [ o Cor.

curator for the Old Capitol | ton: From
Museum in Jackson | Secd to —

Market,
and author
Dr. Richard Zigfeld of Cleve-
land, Ohio, “Show Boat: The

Miking of an Epoeh.”

Also on the program are Dr. G.
Douglas Inglis of Sevile, Spain,
with “In Search of King Cotton.
or Waiing on the Gin: Colonil
Natchez ~ Agriculture;” _author
Greg lies of Natchez, “The Influ-
ence of Place on My Fiction:” Dr.
Jerry W. Ward of Tougaloo Col-
lege, who will present “Behind
the Scenes with the Mississippi
o et I

“Bla

and Charee
lockson, curator of the African-
AmericanCollection at Temple
University in Philadelphia, Per
with “African-American History
Above Grouwnd and Under-

.,

Sohn Alen Collpa Sonharen
will present, *Remi
Missisipi Delia Planter

9

Wash.
hgtor Univanty 15 Washagion,

C., “The Land

S R i
Gunnison, presenting
Cotton in the Mississippi Delta: A
Day i the Life of Perthshire Plan-
tation.”
State Sen, John Horhn of Jack-
Il offer mm.nc ¢ e
“The Impact of the
Planation ‘on” he. Works of
William Faulkner, Richard Wright
aines;” Dr. Herschel
Gower of Vanderbilt University,
“Charles G. Dahlgren of Natchez.

the University of Florida, * The
Literary Percys: Male and Female
Writers."
Sier highights of the event
wing of the 1936
Mo G i2e
concert of music from the film by
the US. Marine Corps Band,
Another special offering will be
the presentation of the Mississippi
Educatonal Television documen-
ry on the life n!lehczbom
wiiter Richard Wi
i workshop on
May 31 will instruct participants
in using historical records of the
Spanish era which lecturer Inglis
has compiled in a computer data-

Former _ Mississippi  Gov.
William F. Winter, who is presi.
dent of the Misisippi Depar-
ment of Archives and History
A S e i
dicte of proceedings u e s
or the as v coner

e information cal the
Cun»emmn and Visitors Bureau,
446634
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